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APRIL 28 & 29, 2023 
 

Courtyard Marriott Denver Cherry Creek 
1475 South Colorado Boulevard 

Denver, CO  
 

Friday, April 28th will focus on Improving Responses in Domestic Violence 
Cases with information on approaches that promote a careful analysis and 
tailored response for cases involving parenting time/custody and domestic 
violence.  This session is intended for a multi-disciplinary audience including 
judges, judicial officers, attorneys, advocates, custody evaluators, and other 
evaluative professionals.  The Annual Members’ Meeting and Elections will 
be held over the lunch hour. 
 
Saturday, April 29th will be the Custody Evaluator Domestic Violence 
Institute (CEDVI) focusing on custody evaluation practices which safely and 
ethically respond to domestic violence and promote domestic violence best 
practices by custody evaluators.  This day of training will be LIMITED to 
custody evaluators, CFIs, PREs, and PCDMs.  Please note, those individuals 
wishing to attend this training MUST attend the first day of the conference as 
well. 
 
Over the two days, through interactive exercises and peer-to-peer exchanges, 
participants will have an opportunity to discuss ways to enhance access to 
justice, promote safe parenting plans, and create meaningful, effective 
responses to parents who are abusive, parents who are being abused, and 
children.  The curricula for both days and the expert faculty will be provided 
by the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ). 

COAFCC 2023 

Spring Conference 

& Annual 

Members’ Meeting        
 

____ 

 

 Faculty:                        

Darrin Mitchell               

Loretta Frederick         

Hon. Ramona Gonzalez   

Hon. Janice Rosa (ret.)  

Anadelle Martinez-Mullen  

Frank Davis                            

____ 

APPROVED CREDITS: 
 

6 Contact Hours (Friday)     
7.25 Contact Hours (Saturday) 

____ 

7 General CLEs (Friday)             
8 General CLEs (Saturday)           

____ 

 

 

Register at 

www.COAFCC.org 

 

  

The Colorado Chapter of the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts 
is a non-profit organization with members that include attorneys, mental 
health professionals, mediators, judges, magistrates and other professional 
service organizations.  COAFCC offers several conferences each year.  AFCC 
is an interdisciplinary, international association of professionals dedicated 
to improving the lives of children and families through the resolution of 
family conflict.  AFCC promotes a collaborative approach to serving the 
needs of children among those who work in and with family law systems, 
encouraging education, research and innovation, and identifying best 
practices. 

 

http://www.coafcc.org/


ABOUT THE FACULTY: 

Loretta Frederick served as Senior Legal and Policy Advisor of the Battered Women’s Justice 
Project, a national resource center on domestic violence legal issues, from 1996 until 2021.  
Loretta practiced family law with Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services and founded both 
the statewide Battered Women's Legal Advocacy Project and a rural advocacy program. Since 
1978, she has done training and consultation on domestic violence law and policy with and for 
judges, advocates, attorneys, prosecutors and law enforcement officers in the U.S and around the 
world.   Loretta has served for many years as faculty for the National Judicial Institutes on 
Domestic and spent three years in association with the Domestic Abuse Intervention Project 
(Duluth, Minnesota) as a consultant for the U.S. Marine Corps as it developed its Coordinated 

Community Response to domestic violence.  Her work with the Minnesota State Bar Association has included 
serving as Chair of the Family Law Section and of its Domestic Abuse Committee. 
 
 
              
 

Darren Mitchell, JD is a Fellow with the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 
(NCJFCJ) focused on domestic violence and other violence against women issues, child custody 
and domestic violence, firearms and domestic violence, interstate child custody, protection 
order issuance and enforcement, and full faith and credit. Since 2000, he has trained judges, 
attorneys, advocates, and other professionals across the country and has published several 
articles on these topics.  He has worked with the Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence 
(for which he served as Interim Executive Director), the NCJFCJ, the Center for Court (now 
Justice) Innovation, the Legal Resource Center on Violence Against Women, the Battered 

Women’s Justice Project, and other national and state organizations.  From 2005-2016, Mr. Mitchell was Co-
Executive Director of the Legal Resource Center, a national nonprofit that provides training and technical assistance 
to attorneys and others who assist survivors of domestic violence in complex interstate custody cases.  From 2001 
to 2004, Mr. Mitchell managed the National Center on Full Faith and Credit (NCFFC), a Washington, D.C.-based 
national training and technical assistance project of the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence.  Prior to 
that, he was a staff attorney with the NCFFC, a consumer advocate, a litigator in private practice, and a clerk to a 
federal district court judge. Mr. Mitchell is a graduate of Stanford Law School (J.D. 1995), Harvard University (A.M. 
2001), and UCLA (B.S. 1988). 
 
 
              
 

Hon. Ramona Gonzalez (Wisconsin) is a past president of the National Council of Juvenile and 
Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ) and a national trainer on child welfare and domestic violence issues 
for NCJFCJ.  She was born in the Dominican Republic and now lives in La Crosse, Wisconsin.  First 
elected La Crosse County Circuit Judge in 1995 she has continued to serve to the present, re-
elected in 2001, 2007, and 2013. Judge Gonzalez is a highly sought expert on family law, juvenile 
justice and child welfare issues, specializing in particular on national and international matters 
relating to child abduction and domestic violence.  She was awarded the 2017 Elizabeth Hines 
Domestic Violence Award by the American Judges Association (AJA).  Judge Gonzalez has 
participated in conventions, conferences, seminars, and workgroups throughout the world as a 

representative of the United States judiciary and regularly addresses national and international audiences as a 
trainer and keynote speaker. Judge Gonzalez received her bachelor’s degree in political science from Loyola 
University in Chicago in 1978 and her law degree from the Marquette University Law School in 1981. 

 
 



ABOUT THE FACULTY: 

Hon. Janice Rosa, J.S.C. (New York, Ret.) served for nearly 20 years on the New York State 
Judiciary, on both the Family Court and the Supreme Court trial benches. While on the New York 
bench she was the supervising judge of the family courts in the 8th judicial district’s eight counties 
and was also the district’s supervising judge for matrimonial matters. Judge Rosa provides 
consulting and training services under Pure Support LLC to various groups, organizations, and 
state judiciaries and served as the national judicial coordinator for NCJFCJ’s Family Court 
Enhancement Project. She served for seven years on the National Council of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges (NCJFCJ)'s Board of Trustees, is current Curriculum Chair for the organization, and 

past chair of NCJFCJ’s Family Violence Advisory Committee. Judge Rosa is the author of the upcoming 
book, Balancing a Life on the Scales of Justice: Health and Wellbeing for the 21st Century Judge, has authored book 
chapters (ABA) in the fields of family law and risk assessment, including “Assessing Lethality and Risk: What Do We 
Know, How Can We Help?” For the past 20 years she has been a frequent trainer nationally on family and juvenile 
law matters, as well as judicial leadership, judicial wellbeing, domestic violence, and systems change. Before taking 
the bench, Judge Rosa was an attorney with a long practice concentrating in family law, divorce, and child custody 
matters. Justice Rosa graduated from the University of Rochester (B.A.) and the State University of New York at 

Buffalo, School of Law (J.D.).  
 

              
 

Anadelle M. Martinez-Mullen, JD is the Director, National Legal Center on Children and 
Domestic Violence, at the Battered Women’s Justice Project (BWJP). She has been working in the 
field of violence against women for over 20 years.  This has included direct services and 
management roles.  She began her work in this field as an advocate, served as an Adjunct 
Professor at Florida Coastal School of Law, and was Senior Attorney for the Injunction for 
Protection Project at Hubbard House, Inc., where she represented survivors in civil protection 
order actions.  
  

 

              
 

Frank Davis, PhD is President of the AFCC California Chapter and a licensed psychologist 
specializing in providing forensic evaluations and clinical treatment for adults, children, and 
families involved in family court cases.  He has been practicing since 2012 in the Bay Area of 
California.  Also, since 2015, Dr. Davis has worked at Transitioning Families, a specialized family 
reunification psychotherapy treatment program located in Sonoma, California wherein he works 
with a team of mental health professionals who serve adults, children, and families involved in 
high conflict, complex family law cases. Lastly, Dr. Davis served as a member of the task force for 
the 2022 AFCC International Guidelines for Parenting Plan Evaluations in Family Law Cases. 

 

  

For 85 years, the NCJFCJ has led systems to change by embracing the values of 
Compassion, Leadership, Education, and Community through our network of more 

than 30,000 juvenile and family court professionals who share in its mission.  The IPV 
and Family Courts curriculum was developed by NCJFCJ and its partners in 

collaboration with the Office of Violence Against Women (OVW) pursuant to grant 
15JOVW-21-GK-02256-MUMU.  The CEDVI Curriculum was developed by NCJFCJ and 

its partners in collaboration with the Office of Violence Against Women (OVW) 
pursuant to grant 15JOVW-22-GK-04032-MUMU. 



CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

COAFCC Members can save up to $75.00 on conference registration rates!  
Register and pay by March 31, 2023 to receive the lowest early bird rate!  This rate is only available to COAFCC members 
(To all others: Join AFCC and COAFCC today and get the same low rate!!)  See registration details.  Register online at 
www.coafcc.org or use the mail-in form.  

 

Hotel Accommodations  
The conference will be held at the beautiful Courtyard Marriott Denver Cherry Creek, located at 1475 South 
Colorado Boulevard, Denver, CO.  Conference attendees can enjoy a discounted rate of $109.00 per night.  
Reservations received after April 3, 2023 will be provided on a space available basis.  Reserve your room at by 
calling 303-757-8797 and referencing COAFCC Spring Conference 2023 or book online at: 
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1671667482801&key=GRP&app=resvlink  
 

Conference Materials  
Materials for this conference will be delivered to you electronically a few days before the event at no 
additional charge.  If you wish a hard copy in front of you during the program, please print them before you 
come.   
 

Continuing Education Credits 
COAFCC will provide a certificate of attendance, including 6 hours of educational contact for Friday and 7.25 
hours of educational contact for Saturday, at no charge. Mental health professionals will need to verify 
approval with their licensing or credentialing boards to meet any continuing education requirements.  Friday 
has been approved for 7 General Continuing Legal Education Credits (CLJEs) for Colorado attorneys and 
Saturday has been approved for 8 General Continuing Legal Education Credits (CLJEs). 
 

Cancellation Policy 
Transfer of registration to another person may be done at any time without a fee.  All requests for refunds 
must be made in writing or by email notification.  Notice of cancellation received by email or postmarked by 
April 7, 2023 will be issued a full refund minus a $35 administrative fee.  No refunds will be issued for 
cancellations received after April 7, 2023.  COAFCC reserves the right to cancel any training or substitute any 
presenter should circumstances arise that are beyond our control.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS 

 

 

 

Bridge to Justice 

http://www.coafcc.org/
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1671667482801&key=GRP&app=resvlink


Improving Responses in Domestic Violence Cases 
Friday – April 28, 2023 

 
Program Schedule: 

 
8:00-8:30  Registration & Breakfast 
 
 
8:30–8:45   Welcome and Overview 
 
 
8:45-10:00  Recognizing the Dynamics of Domestic Violence 

 
 

10:00–10:30  Break (sponsored by Soberlink) 
 
 
10:30–11:30 Understanding the Effects of Domestic Violence on Survivors and Children 
 
 
11:30-12:30 Risk in Domestic Violence Cases 
 
 
12:30-1:30   Lunch (Included) 

(Dessert sponsored by Bridge to Justice) 
 
 
1:30-2:00   COAFCC Annual Members’ Meeting & Elections 
 
 
2:00-3:15   Promoting Effective Assessment and Decision Making 
 
 
3:15-3:45  Break (sponsored by Our Family Wizard) 
 
 
3:45-4:45   Enhancing Meaningful Responses and Promoting Access to Justice 
 
 
4:45-5:00   Q & A 

Evaluation and Adjourn 

 

This project was supported by Grant No.15JOVW-21-GK-02256-MUMU awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. 
Department of Justice.  The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed by program faculty and in program 
materials, including curriculum outlines, PowerPoint slides, handouts, contents of folders or websites, and other program 
documents, are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Justice, Office on Violence 
Against Women.  



Custody Evaluator Domestic Violence Institute 
Saturday – April 29, 2023 

 
Program Schedule: 

 
7:30-8:00  Registration & Breakfast 
 
 
8:00–8:20   Welcome, Introductions, and Learning Objectives 
 
 
8:20-8:30  Benefits and Harms of Custody Evaluation for Families Experiencing Domestic Violence  
 
 
8:30-9:30  Orientation and Screening 
 
 
9:30-9:45  Break 
 
 
9:45-11:15  Information Collection – Planning & Investigation 

 
 

11:15–12:00  Analyzing the Adequacy and Comprehensiveness of the Information Collected 
 
 
12:00-1:00   Lunch (Included) 
 
 
1:00–3:15 Drawing Inferences 
 
 
3:15-3:45  Break 
 
 
3:45-4:00   Applying Legal Standards 
 
 
4:00-5:00   Making Recommendations 

 

Evaluation and Adjourn 

 

 

This project was supported by Grant No.15JOVW-22-GK-04032-MUMU awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. 
Department of Justice.  The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed by program faculty and in program 
materials, including curriculum outlines, PowerPoint slides, handouts, contents of folders and thumb drives, and other program 
documents, are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Justice, Office on Violence 
Against Women.  



Registration Form 

Register and pay online at www.coafcc.org or mail registration form and check to  

April Freier at 4307 W 6th Street, Greeley, CO 80634.  Checks should be made payable to COAFCC. 

 

**As a reminder, the Annual Member’s Meeting and Elections will be held on Friday, April 28th from 1:30-2:00. 

 
Registration Fees:  

Please remember, Saturday’s training is open only to custody evaluators, CFIs, PREs, and PCDMs 
 

 

Friday Only       Friday & Saturday   

COAFCC Member              $225.00                  $350.00    

Colorado Judicial Officers             $50.00      N/A 
and Court Staff 
 
Nonmember              $275.00                  $375.00    

 
SPACE IS LIMITED!  Please register early to guarantee your spot. 

Registration will remain open until April 21, 2023. 
 

Name 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Address 
________________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________   State ________   Zip _________________________ 

Phone _____________________________    

Email (print clearly)       

I require a CLE Affidavit: _______   

I require a Certificate of Attendance: _______ 

Please contact April Freier at aprilfreier@hotmail.com with any questions. 

Conference Scholarships A limited number of scholarships are available.  The scholarship application can be 
found on the COAFCC website (www.COAFCC.org).  Application deadline is March 31, 2023.  Recipients will be 
notified in early April.  If you have any questions, please contact the COAFCC Administrative Assistant,  
April Freier, at aprilfreier@hotmail.com  

Please check no more than two 

boxes that best describe you: 

 

  Judicial Officer 

  Lawyer 

  Court Personnel 

  Mediator 

  CFI/PRE 

  Mental Health Professional 

  Student 

  Therapist 

  Parent Educator 

EARLY BIRD FOR COAFCC MEMBERS ONLY! 
(Deadline 3/31/23) 

Friday Only       Friday & Saturday   
COAFCC Member                  $200.00                $325.00     

http://www.coafcc.org/
mailto:aprilfreier@hotmail.com
http://www.coafcc.org/
mailto:aprilfreier@hotmail.com

